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ÅDivision of Water 

Resources 

ÅParks and 

Wildlife  

ÅOil and Gas 

Conservation 

Commission 

ÅWater 

Conservation 

Board 

ÅReclamation, 

Mining and Safety 

ÅState Land Board 

ÅForestry 

 



Major Responsibilities of DWR 

ÅWater Administration  

ÅPublic Safety ð Well & Dam 

Construction Oversight 

ÅWater Well Permitting  

ÅInterstate compacts  

ÅHydrographic program 

ÅPublic information services  



Topics 

ÁIntroduction to Water in Colorado 

and Water Administration Basics  

ÁGround Water 

ÁWell Permit Basics 

ÁWell & Water Right Considerations 

When Purchasing Property 

ÁAdditional Sources of Information  



Introduction to Water in 

Colorado and Water 

Administration Basics 



The Hydrologic Cycle 
·Precipitation ð 

snowfall and rain  

·Runoff 

·Evaporation 

·Infiltration  

·Flow                 

out of            

state 



19 States Rely on Colorado Water 



Location of the Water vs. the 

Population 

West Slope 

Population  

550,000 

Irrigated Acres 

900,000 

East Slope 

Population  

4.5 Million  

Irrigated Acres 

2.5 Million  

Sources: Colorado Water Plan (Draft 2014), wet and dry year observed flows;  CFWE (2014) Citizen's Guide to Colorado's Transbasin Diversions  





Initial Water Development 

ÅSurface water use 

ſMining and domestic uses 

¶Water taken from rivers and streams. 

¶Predated laws, constitution, or any 

administration. 

¶Small impact at firsté 

¶Increasing demand for                              

finite resource leads to                     

competition/conflict. 



òThe right to divert the unappropriated 

waters of any natural stream to 

beneficial uses shall never be denied. 

Priority of appropriation shall give the 

better right as between those using the 

water for the same purposeéó 
 

11 

Article XVI, Section 6, State 

Constitution (1876)  



ÅòFirst in time, first in rightó 

ÅWater administration system often used in arid 

regions for allocation of scarce resource.  

ÅPriority system designed to:  

ſProvide security  to water right holders by identifying 

and protecting water rights.  

ſProvide reliability  by administration and 

enforcement of water rights.  

ſProvide flexibility  by allowing for changes of water 

rights (such as type of use or place of use) and by 

allowing water rights to be sold and transferred.  

Prior Appropriation System 



The Priority System 

ÅColoradoõs Constitution requires diversion/beneficial use 
of water to occur according to the priority of the 

appropriation.  

ÅJunior water rights (more recent)  

ſMay not divert during certain dry periods  

ſMust let water pass by to senior rights  
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