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Major Responsibilities of DWR

AWater Administration

APublic Safety dWell & Dam
Construction Oversight

AWater Well Permitting
Alnterstate compacts
AHydrographic program
APublic information services




Topics

Alntroduction to Water in Colorado
and Water Administration Basics

AGround Water

AWell Permit Basics

AWell & Water Right Considerations
When Purchasing Property

AAdditional Sources of Information




Introduction to Water In
Colorado and Water
Administration Basics




The Hydrologic Cycle
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19 States Rely on Colorado Water
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CFWE (2014) Citizen's Guide to Colorado's Transbasin Diversions



TRANSMOUNTAIN DIVERSIONS

36. RED MOUNTAIN DITCH
37. CARBON LAKE DITCH
38. MINERAL POINT DITCH
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40. DIVIDE HIGHLINE FEEDER DITCH GREELEY SOUTH
41. SARVIS DITCH
42. STILLWATER DITCH
43. DOME DITCH
1 3. BOB CREEK DITCH
4, COLUMBINE DITCH
5. LARAMIE POUDRE TUNNEL
6. SKYLINE DITCH
[+) 7. CAMERON PASS DITCH
WER 8. MICHIGAN DITCH
coLoRPDc’R SermeaP 9. GRAND RIVER DITCH
10. ALVA B. ADAMS TUNNEL
11. MOFFAT WATER TUNNEL
12. BERTHOUD PASS DITCH
13. STRAIGHT CREEK TUNNEL
40 14. VIDLER TUNNEL

&

GUNNISON %
. COLUMBINE DITCH
. EWING DITCH
. WURTZ DITCH
HOMESTAKE TUNNEL

CHARLES H. BOUSTEAD TUNNEL
. BUSK-IVANHOE TUNNEL
TWIN LAKES TUNNEL
LARKSPUR DITCH
HUDSON BRANCH DITCH

28. TARBELL DITCH

29. TABOR DITCH
30. WEMINUCHE PASS DITCH
31. PINE RIVER-WEMINUCHE PASS DITCH

32. WILLIAMS CREEK-SQUAW PASS DITCH
33. DONLA FONT DITCHES 1 &2

Updated June 2005




Initial Water Development

ASurface water use

[ Mining and domestic uses
1 Water taken from rivers and streams.
1 Predated laws, constitution, or any
administration.
TSmal | | mpact

1 Increasing demand for
finite resource leads to
competition/conflict.




Article XVI, Section 6, State
Constitution (1876)

oThe right to diver
waters of any natural stream to

beneficial uses shall never be denied.
Priority of appropriation shall give the
better right as between those using the
water for the same |
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Prior Appropriation System

AOFirst in time, first in

AWater administration system often used in arid
regions for allocation of scarce resource.

APriority system designed to:

[ Provide security to water right holders by identifying
and protecting water rights.

[ Provide reliability by administration and
enforcement of water rights.

[ Provide flexibility by allowing for changes of water
rights (such as type of use or place of use) and by
allowing water rights to be sold and transferred.



The Priority System

ACol oradods Constitution
of water to occur according to the priority of the
appropriation.

A Junior water rights (more recent)

[ May not divert during certain dry periods
[ Must let water pass by to senior rights

1890
1895
1903
1925

requ



